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Worked Example 

This worked example is appropriate for teachers of all levels of experience. However, for teachers with more experience, we 
recommend bilateral exchanges whenever possible. 

Overview 

This 19-day sojourn to Cape Town, South Africa, is intended for students enrolled in Year 1 of the college’s languages program 
and includes both homestay and a volunteer component (see section on trip design process). 

Curricular Integration 

All students must complete two, for-credit, preparatory courses during the winter semester in order to be eligible to participate 
in the sojourn in the spring (see section on curricular integration). The sojourn helps students to meet the following program 
requirements: 

• 054T Appreciate contemporary cultural diversity 
• 0552 Communicate in a third language (vantage level for independent users) 
• 054U Demonstrate their capacity to integrate learning in arts, literature and communication 

Timeline 

Preparing the pedagogy for the sojourn began, in this worked example, one year prior to departure. They key, in the beginning, 
was to establish overseas contacts who could help us to achieve our objectives. Eight months prior, we began planning the 
day-to-day activities and lesson plans. Next, we started building a community of inquiry and began equipping students with the 
knowledge and skills they would need to participate fully in the experiences that awaited them. Three months prior, we 
matched students with homestay families and volunteer placements and initiated predeparture contact. Now, we are ready to 
arrive at our destination and begin daily parallel teaching cycles. 

 

  
 
  

 
 

  
 

 

  
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

CENTRE COLLEGIAL DE DEVELOPPEMENT 

DE MATERIEL DIDACTIQUE 

Resources for Organizing Superficial and In-Depth 
Interactions with Locals 

Student homestay experiences : 
Superficial interactions 

• Airbnb : 
• This website is an online marketplace for tourist and vacation rentals. 
• Caveat : It is not tailored to students. 

• Student Room Stay: 
• This website helps international students get placed with homestay families. 

• Homestay.com: 
• This website is an online marketplace for short- and long-term stays. 

Caveat: It may be difficult to find homestay placements for a group of students in the same location. 

Student homestay + service-learning experiences : 
More in-depth interactions 

• International Volunteer HQ: 
• This organization matches students with global volunteer projects that are focused on sustainability. 

• Word Wide Opportunities on Organic Farms (WWOOF) 
• “Woofing” allows students to work on organic farms in exchange for  room and board. 

• Workaway : 
• This organization matches students with host families; students are expected to contribute a predetermined amount of volunteer 

work in exchange for room and board provided by hosts. 

• Worldpackers : 
• This organization matches students with hosts offering volunteer opportunities across the world. 

Caveat: It may be difficult to find one shared homestay + service-learning experience for an entire group of students. 
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Organizing superficial and in-depth interactions
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Student homestay + language school experience
More in-depth interactions

• Language International : 
• This website allows you to research language schools around the world; you can compare up to four language schools at a time.

• International Student Exchange : 
• This organization helps students participate in short- and long-term exchange programs in the United States.

• EF Educational Tours : 
• This organization provides teachers with personal travel consultants and tour guides.

Caveats: Some of the above services can be costly, which may discourage or prevent  some students from participating. 
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